
Lehigh County Conference of Churches:  Justice and Advocacy

The Heart of Justice: Breaking the Cycle of 
Fear, Violence, Punishment, Retaliation

                                   Saturday, Nov. 9, 2013
                                      8:30 am - 3:30 pm

                                    Sacred Heart Hospital
                                         421 Chew Street

                                           Allentown, PA 18102

The Heart of Justice:   Breaking the Cycle ...
will focus on the high cost (human and financial) of our current criminal
justice system, and alternatives that could benefit everyone.

Why does the United States, with about 5% of the world's population, have
25% of the world's prisoners?   Why are people of color and people in
poverty vastly over-represented in jails and prisons and on death row?

This event will introduce resources for engagement in restorative justice
and extending the conversation to church and community groups.

    Morning Program:
Our “Prison Industrial Complex”
Overview, Panel Discussion, and Workshops

    Afternoon Program:
Restorative Justice: An IIRP* Interactive Workshop

* International Institute for Restorative Practices (Bethlehem)

Continental breakfast and lunch are included  (suggested donation: $5)
(students or unemployed: Free, or what you can afford)

      Space is limited.  Please pre-register – by Nov.  6  online or by phone:
                     *See details and program updates at justice.ppjr.org   or contact                    
                      the LCCC office at 610-433-6421 or  Bob Walden at  justice@ppjr.org.     

 

    Sponsored by the Lehigh County Conference of Churches - Justice & Advocacy Committee
and Lehigh Valley partner organizations.



The Heart of Justice: Breaking the Cycle of
Fear, Violence, Punishment, Retaliation*

Saturday, November 9, 2013

Sacred Heart Hospital

8:30 am         Registration; displays, coffee/tea & conversation
9:00–11:15    Morning  Plenary - Our “Prison Industrial Complex” 

– Welcome, Devotions, Introductions
– Overview - Hakim Ali (Decarcerate Pa,  Reconstruction, Inc.)
– Panel  Discussion

11:30-12:30   Breakout Session - Parallel Workshops
12:30-1:00     Lunch 
1:00-3:30       Afternoon Plenary - Restorative Practices

– Restorative Justice in Action -  John Bailie (IIRP)
– Wrap Up: What Comes Next?

Panel  Discussion:   Henry Moore, moderator
   Dr. Joyce Dougherty, Jose Fremonde, Thomas Ganser, Xavier Thomas

Morning  Workshops  during morning breakout session (choose one):
1)  Face of the Prisoner – Rev. Karen Moeschberger  

Who’s in Pennsylvania’s prisons and why?
2)  Understanding Inmates and Life Issues – Rev. Shirl Comick

The church can be a bridge to transformation for people who are alienated from society.
3)  Decarcerate Pennsylvania is a broad coalition of folks who want to stop building new 
     prisons; reduce the number of people in prison; and begin community reinvestment.
4)  The Life of Inmates and Family Communications – Rev. Michael Comick
    A focus on what life is like for an inmate and the importance of family connections.

Afternoon Workshop - John Bailie (International Institute for Restorative Practices)
"Burning Bridges": Restorative Justice in Action – will look at how restorative justice
actually provides more intense and effective accountability for offenders, while also meeting
the needs of those impacted.   Participants will also have an opportunity to explore how they
can use informal restorative practices in the context of their daily life and work.
______________
* This is a tentative schedule; please check the web announcement for program and schedule updates, and for
program details, directions, and parking information, at justice.ppjr.org    or Email: justice@ppjr.org  or  call
the LCCC office at 610-433-6421.

† Restorative justice  is an approach to justice that focuses on the needs of the victims and the offenders, as well
as the involved community, instead of satisfying abstract legal principles or punishing the offender.  
(wikipedia.org)


